A Matter of Honor 

It was perhaps inevitable that Federal Judge 
Alexander Holtzoff would show no sympathy for 
the suit brought in behalf of Robert G. Thomp- 
son’s widow to order the burial of that war vet- 
eran and former Communist Party official in Ar- 
lington National Cemetery. “It would be abhor- 
rent to many people,” Judge Holtzoff said, “that 
a man convicted of conspiracy to overthrow our 
Government by force and violence should be bur- 
ied among our honored war dead.” Perhaps so. 
But it is no less true that it seems abhorrent to 
many people that a man who won the Distin- 
guished Service Cross for heroism in battle dur- 
ing World War II should be denied the honor- 
able burial to which he is entitled in death be- 
cause he held odious political opinions and 
belonged to a hated organization in life. 

It may be that the Defense Department can 
win this suit against Thompson’s widow, even 
when it comes before a more reflective Court of 
Appeals. But if it does so, it will compound 
the injury it has done to its own honor and 
to the significance of Arlington Cemetery. In 
deference to a foolish protest by a member of 
Congress, the Department contrived a transpar- 
ently legalistic pretext for denying Thompson a 
right which he had irrevocably won by wartime 
valor. Defense Secretary McNamara would render 
a real service to the Department and the country 
by reversing this unfortunate ruling with a simple 
statement that the United States does not revoke 
its awards nor visit punishment on the widows 
of its war heroes because of their political 
heresies. 





